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?Returners? inspire
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><p>Sarah*wrotelastJanuary,?IdonotknowifyouarestilltherenowthatChristmashaspassed,butIwoul
dliketoletyouknowthatshortlyaftermye-
mailtoyoumylocalchurchhadapenitentialservice.ThishelpedmegotoConfession.IhavebeengoingtoM
assandCommunioneversince,includingonChristmasDayandmostoftheOctaveofChristmas,asIwasof
fworkatthattime.IttakesquitealotofcouragetogotoConfessionafter34years.Thankyouforyourencourag
ement.TheChristmasseasonwasveryjoyfulforme.Ihopelotsofotherpeoplehavebeenhelpedthrough?
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><p>Anotherenquirerwrote:?IamalapsedCatholicwhorecentlymovedtoanewareaandreturnedtotheC
atholiccommunity...IamcompletelyunfamiliarwithMass/Catholiclawandamfeelinglostandalienated.Fi
ndinghelptoanswerquestionswhenyoureturntothefoldisprovingdifficult,unlessIpreferhavingthewhole
parishknowIandmyspouseare?prodigals?.ThemostdifficultthinginmylifewastoadmittomyselfthatIhad
madeaterrible,wrongdecisioninabandoningmyfaith.Iamtooembarrassedtoaskanyoneintheparishforh
elpasonlytheFather(priest)knowsthatIstoppedgoingtoMass18yearsagoaged15.Isincerelypraythatyo
uareabletohelp.?</p><p>Onecouplewhoreceivedaninvitationlettersaid:?Itwassleepingbeautywakin
gup.?Someonewhoreceivedahomevisitsaid:?Nowforthefirsttime,IfeelthatIreallybelongtotheparish.?
</p><p>ThesearejustsomeoftheresponsestheCatholicEnquiryOfficereceivedasaresultoflastyear?sfi
rst?ComeHomeForChristmas?initiative,whichwaslaunchedtoequipparishestowarmlywelcomethose
baptisedwhoformanydifferentreasonsnolongerattendchurch.Tailor-
madeposters,invitationcards,leaflets,welcomepacksandawebsiteweremadeavailableinsupportofthis
workofevangelisation.Parishesandindividualsdistributedaround100000leafletsandnewmaterialsare
nowavailableforAdvent2008andJanuary2009.See:<ahref="http://www.caseresources.org.uk"target
="_blank">www.caseresources.org.uk</a>and<ahref="http://www.comehomeforchristmas.co.uk"ta
rget="_blank">www.comehomeforchristmas.co.uk</a>.</p><p>StHilda?sParishinSunderlandwaso
neoflastyear?sparticipatingparishes.ParishPriest,FrNoelColahansaid:?Parishionersseemeddelight
edtohavesomethingspecifictohandtopeople.Havingaphysicalresourcemadeiteasiertoissueaninvitati
onwithoutappearingtopileonthepressuretoomuch.?</p><p>SheilaKeefe,whoisaparishioneratStJose
ph?sinRomseyandpromoterofthePortsmouthDiocesanKIT(KeepingInTouch)programmesaid:?Som
anychurch-
goingCatholicsareconcernedabouttheirchildrenandgrandchildrenwhodon?tseemtohaveanylinkswith
theirlocalparish.We?vefound?ComeHomeForChristmas?tobearealsourceofhopeand,asafollowupto
theinitialChristmasinvitations,theKITprogrammeoffershomevisitsandsmallgroupmeetingswherepeo
plecansharetheirstoriesandlearnalittleabouttoday?sChurch.Infactourmeetingswentdownsowellthat
wecontinuedtomeetinthelocalpubduringthesummermonths.?</p><p>TheCatholicAgencytoSupport
Evangelisation(CASE)isresourcingthisyear?sinitiativeandthethemeoftheoutreachmaterialsis?...som
ethingmissing??AlsobeingofferedisafreeinformationpackfromtheCatholicEnquiryOfficeandatextfeat
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uringamessageofwelcomefromCardinalCormac-
MurphyO?Connor.</p><p>ClareWardfromCASEsaid:?Wewereoverwhelmedbytheresponsefrompa
risheslastyearandarehopingforanevengreateronethisyear.Avarietyofmaterialsareavailableinrecogni
tionofthefactthat?noonesizefitsall?inaCatholicunderstandingofevangelisation.Docontactus.We?dbe
delightedtosupportandresourceyouandyourparish.?</p><p>BishopMalcolmMcMahon,ChairoftheBi
shops?ConferenceDepartmentforEvangelisationandCatechesis,said:"ThestarofBethlehemcle
arlyguidedthethreekingsontheirlongandarduousjourneyfromadistantplacetothewondrousrealityofJe
sus'birth.Inthemonthsleadinguptothisextraordinaryevent,let'sseriouslyconsiderinourfamilies,parishe
s,inourlives,howwecanserveasstars,asbeacons,leadingthosebaptisedwhoarenolongerchurch-
goersto'comehome',toattendMass.Beboldandcourageous.Iencourageyoutorespectfullyreachoutan
d'shine'."</p><p>Formoreinformationandresourcespleasee-
mail:<ahref="mailto:info@comehomeforchristmas.co.uk"target="_self">info@comehomeforchristm
as.co.uk</a></p><p>Notes</p><p>FormoreinformationpleasecontactCASEontel:02079014863;m
obile:07709391998;e-
mail:<ahref="mailto:info@comehomeforchristmas.co.uk"target="_self">info@comehomeforchristm
as.co.uk</a></p><p>Alternatively,contactCCNontel:02079014800;e-
mail:<ahref="mailto:ccn@cbcew.org.uk"target="_self">ccn@cbcew.org.uk</a></p><p>Formoreinf
ormationaboutKITpleasesee:<ahref="http://www.kit4catholics.org.uk"target="_blank">www.kit4cat
holics.org.uk</a>E-
mail:<ahref="mailto:enquiries@kit4catholics.org.uk"target="_self">enquiries@kit4catholics.org.uk<
/a></p><p>Alsosee:<ahref="http://www.everybodyswelcome.org.uk"target="_blank">www.everyb
odyswelcome.org.uk</a></p><p>Printqualitypdffilesofthisyear?sresourcesareavailableonrequest.<
/p><p>*?Sarah?isnottherealnameofthisenquirer.Itwaschangedtoprotectherprivacy.</p>
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